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armed and endeavoured to conciliate.   In fact it
neither armed, nor did it conciliate.

At the start of the second post-War decade there-
fore, there were inherent weaknesses in the 'British
position.   The millennium so ardently expected in
1919, in which war would be outlawed) had failed
to eventuate.   Great Britain however did not brace
herself to realize this fact and make her own disposi-
tions to see that at any rate her own strength was
sufficient for her to play her full part in the interests
of honourable peace and stability.   But   though
beneath the surface these weaknesses existed the
political position of Great Britain, at any rate on a
superficial view was not unsatisfactory    She was
still linked to France by the ties of common interests
and the memories of common effort and common
suffering: she retained her traditional friendships
with Italy in the Mediterranean and Japan in the
Far East: the Weimar Republic was not ill-disposed,
and an undoubted friendship existed between the
people of Great Britain and the peOpie of Germany:
her relations with Russia, though not cordial on
account of the propaganda activities of the Comin-
tern, appeared yearly to become less strained   On
the surface at all events the position was not lacking
in cause for encouragement.   It should not however
have required great discernment to perceive that a
detenoration in economic conditions would in all
probab^ty be foUowed by a deterioration in the
political situation.   It was vital therefore that at
that time a policy of realism should be pursued by
the statesmen of this country   Instead unfortunately
the helm passed to a pacifist Premier, deeply infected
with the prevailing disease of verbiagef and from
him to a successor, who though not a pacifist, was
scarcdylessmclinedtoconfusetherelativeimportance
of words and facts.  As the official Opposition con-